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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 7 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-10 drawn to a lithographic apparatus and method of obtaining 
information classified in class 356, subclass 401 . 

II. Claims 11, 16 drawn to a device manufacturing method classified in class 355, 
subclass 77 

III. Claims 12-15, 17-20 drawn to a lithographic substrate and method of a labeling a 
substrate classified in class 438, subclass 16. 

2. Inventions II and I (claims 1-8) are related as process and apparatus for its practice. 
The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). 
In this case the proces_s can be. practiced in a CMP ,_CYP, etching apparatus and/or another 
manufacturing tool that precludes lithography. 

3. Inventions II and I (claims 9-10) are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination 
as claimed. The subcombination has separate utility such as in an alignment process, 

4. Inventions III (claims 12-15) and I (claims 9-10) are related as subcombination and 
combination. Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the 
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combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations 
(MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed. The subcombination has separate utility such as in 
an exposure process. 

5. Inventions III (claims 12-15) and I (claims 1-8) are related as process and apparatus for 
its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed 
can be practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). 
In this case the process can be practiced in a CMP, CVP, etching apparatus, alignment apparatus 
and/or another manufacturing tool that precludes lithography. 

6. Inventions I (claims 1-8) and Invention III (claims 17-20) are related as apparatus and 
product made. The inventions in this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following 
can be shown: ( 1 ) that the apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the - 
product and the apparatus can be used for making a materially different product or (2) that the 
product as claimed can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 
806.05(g)). In this case the lithographic substrate can be made by chemical etching/chemical 
deposition. 

7. Inventions I (claims 9-10) and Invention III (claims 17-20) are related as process of use 
and product. The inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be 
shown: (1) the process for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially 
different product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
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using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the lithographic substrate may be 
used in exposure, CMP, CVP, etching process. 

8. Inventions II and III (claims 17-20) are related as process of making and product made. 
The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as 
claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) that the product as 
claimed can be made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the 
instant case the device manufacturing method may be used in manufacturing microarrays in 
biological preparations. 

9. Inventions III (claims 12-15) and II are related as subcombination and combination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination 
as claimed. The subcombination has separate-Utility such as in an- exposure/alignment process. 

10. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

11. . Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gordon J. Stock whose telephone number is (571) 272-243 1 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00-6:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory J. Toatley, Jr. can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 77. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private. PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 f toll-free). 
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